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The Earned Income Credit

DO I QUALIFY?

YOU MUST HAVE EARNED INCOME

Qualifying Income Sources O

Wages, salaries, tips, and other taxable employee wages.

Long-term disability payments received before the minimum retirement age.
Net earnings for self-employed, statutory employee, farmers, ministers, and
religious order members.

Independent contractor wages.

“Strike Pay” wages as a union benefit.

Combat pay.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

Must be a U.S. citizen or resident alien with a valid Social Security Number.
You cannot file as married filing separately.

You cannot be a qualifying child of another taxpayer.

Investment income must be $3,500 or less for the year.

BIGGER FAMILY = BIGGER CREDIT

Do You Have a “Qualifying Child?”

Son, daughter, stepchild, foster child,
or a descendant of any of them
(e.g., your grandchild)

+ Relationship Test

Brother, sister, half-brother, half-sister,
stepbrother, stepsister, or a descendant
of any of them (e.g., niece or nephew)

Under 19 at the end of 2018 and
younger than you
(or your spouse, if filing jointly)

OR

+ Age Test and younger than you

Under 24 at the end of 2018, a student,

(or your spouse, if filing jointly)

Permanently and totally disabled at any
time during the year, regardless of age

Child is not filing a joint return for 2018
(or is filing a joint return, but only to
claim a refund of income tax withheld
or estimated tax paid)

+/ Exemption Test

Lived with you in the United States for
more than half of 2018

« Residence Test

e You can claim the credit even if you do not have a qualifying child.

TAXABLE EARNED INCOME AND
ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME THRESHOLDS

Filing Status No Children ‘ One Child ‘ Two Children Three+ Children
Single, Head of
Household, or Qualifying $15,270 $40,320 $45,802 $49,194
Widow(er)
. Married Filing Jointly $20,950 $46,010 $51,492 $54,884

MAXIMUM CREDIT AMOUNTS FOR 2018

0w % .

No Children One Child Two Children Three or More Children
$519 $3,461 $5,716 $6,431
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